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Participants
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SM Bob Hansen

ASM Bob Stein

ASM Allen Hughes

Committee
Vivek Choudhury

Joe Dapkins

Kurt Daum

Scouts

SPL

ASPL

Presentation and Retirement of Colors - 4 scouts

Opening ceremony - 6 scouts

Honor Guard Escorts - Jeff Dapkins, Ian Donahue, Nick Seibel

Scout Oath - Chris Parker

Scout Law - Ryan Klasmeier

Voice of the Eagle - 5 Scouts

Closing - 3 scouts (3 of the 5 Voice Scouts?)


I.  Presentation of Colors, Pledge of Allegiance

Honor Guard Escort of Eagle Candidiate


Invocation


Opening
Advancement Chair:
Steps to podium, and asks everyone to be seated.  My name is Vivek Choudhury, Troop #299 Advancement Committee Chairperson.   I'd like to welcome everyone to this Eagle Court of Honor convened by Troop #299 on behalf of Nicholas Sestito.

SPL: 
“Will everyone please rise for the presentation of colors by the Color Guard, and the Pledge of Allegiance.”

Color Guard is in position in back of room - Advance to front of room - Scout salute - post colors - 

SPL: 
Please join us in the Pledge of Allegiance . . . 

SPL: 
Retreat . . . Everyone please be seated..

<Wait until Everyone is seated>

Advancement Chair –> 
Introduce the MC - Joe Dapkins
<Vivek should feel free to add any comments he feels are appropriate re: Advancement, the Committee, etc as transition to turning the program over to Joe Dapkins as MC>

“Our master of ceremonies for our program today is Joe Dapkins (MC)”

<Joe should feel free to offer any comments at this time as a transition to the invocation>

Joe D (MC):
Good afternoon.  This afternoon, Troop #299 has the honor and pleasure of recognizing Nicholas Sestito for the award of Eagle Scout.

The parents, Scout leaders, and others here have labored long and faithfully to develop Nick through the Boy Scout program. These efforts culminate this afternoon in the presentation of the Eagle Award.

Honor guard, please escort before this Court of Honor, Eagle candidate Nicholas M. Sestito,  where he will be prepared to receive the highest rank conferred by the Boy Scouts of America, that of Eagle Scout.
MC:
<Invocation>   I’d like to introduce Scout ____ who will provide the Invocation (Appendix A).


<Invocation>
MC:   Before we move into the program, I would now like to introduce some special guests and ask them to stand or raise their hands in acknowledgment.   Please hold your applause until they are all recognized: 

<Introduce guests who are present - John S to produce a list>

MC:  Thank you - Let us begin with our Opening .  

[At the front is a table with one unlighted candle representing the light of Scouting.  In front of this candle, one each, red, white, and blue, unlighted.  Behind the unlighted candle is the Eagle light box, covered with a sheet. Scouts advance to the front of the room and stand adjacent to the stands\tables to light the candles with the light of Scouting.  The MC  lights the “unlighted” candle on the font table.  The lights in the room are dimmed.] -  Opening - See Appendix B.

II.  Post Opening - Candidate recognition
<Thank the Scouts for the Opening>
MC:
And now, Life Scouts Chris Parker and Ryan Klasmeier will recite the Scout Oath and Law.

Scout Oath & Law


Chris Parker - Oath

Ryan Klasmeier - Law
<Thank Life Scouts Cris parker and Ryan Klasmeier for the Oath and Law>.

III.  Voice of the Eagle

<transition to Voice of the Eagle>
MC: 
Scouting is one of the few institutions in the U.S. that continue to foster the higher ideals of citizenship.  It is little wonder then that so many of our nation's legislators, and captains of labor and industry had some of their earliest leadership experiences in Scouting.  Although Scouting is changing, one element of the program remains constant - -  that development from boyhood to manhood is enhanced by instilling in Scouts the physical, mental, and moral values expressed in the Scout Oath. .

I now would like to introduce ASM Alan Hughes who reflects on the Eagle Award.  
ASM Hughes

What does the Eagle Award represent?  It means that a Scout has set a goal and worked to achieve that goal.  The Eagle Scout badge stands for strength of character.  The Eagle Scout badge is a symbol of what a Scout has done, and provides an early indicator of what the Scout will achieve in the future.  

The Eagle Award is the highest rank that Scouting offers.  It's earned through the advancement program.  Nicholas has distinguished himself through our program in Troop #299.   He was trained - -  practiced in his leadership abilities - -  and is marked by the character and integrity Scouts gains through their daily commitment to the duties and responsibilities of family, the community, and the institutions within our community. 

It is important that we understand the meaning of the Eagle Award.  ASM Bob Stein and our Scouts will share with us the “Voice of the Eagle”.

ASM Bob Stein and Troop #299 Scouts
Voice of the Eagle (Appendix C):


< transition - Presentation >


IV.  Presentation of Eagle
MC: 
Thank you ASM Stein and Scouts.  Would SM Bob Hansen please come forward to lead and administer the Presentation of the Eagle Award..  

SM Hansen: 
< - unscripted - An opportunity for Bob to delivery remarks to both the Scouts and parents assembled>

SM Hansen:
Honor Guard - please escort Nicholas’ parents to his side for the Award presentation.

< SM Hansen locates himself to the center of the room to manage the badges, etc.  He takes the badge from the bearer’s box and prepares to hands it to John , who will pins it on Nicholas>

SM Hansen: 
At Nicholas’ request, his father will present the Eagle award.

John: “Nicholas, I am pleased and honored to present you with the Eagle Award.”

SM Hansen:
Nicholas, in recognition of the many hours of patient guidance given to you by your mother, please present her with this Pin in memory of this occasion.

SM Hansen: 
Nicholas, as a symbol of your father’s advice and support, this Court asks you to present him with a miniature Eagle tie Tack.

<Q: Eagle Scout Certificate and personal letter form the Scout Executive - when to present these - now, or at the time the Eagle badge is pinned on Nicholas?>

SM Hansen:
This Court thank John and Dora for their contributions today, as well as their years of service and support to the Troop.  Will the Honor Guard come forward and escort Nicholas’ parents to their seats.

<transition to the Eagle Charge phase - an opportunity for SM Hansen to reflect on parental involvement and support for the Scouts and the Troop>

SM Hansen:
We have with us this afternoon Kurt Daum.  Kurt is a former Troop #299 Scout, and an Eagle Scout.  Kurt is the President of the Blue Ash Civic league, a former Troop #299 Scout, and an Eagle Scout.  Kurt will deliver the Eagle Charge.

Eagle Charge
Kurt Daum: 
See Appendix D.
< Presentation of letters and certificates sent by people not present and introduction of others who are present>

< Read letters of congratulations. This may be done by someone else. If there are many to be read, excerpt should be used instead of the letters in their entirety>

< If any of the guests have presentations to make, this is the time for them>

< If any of the guests wish to speak, this is the time for them>

MC:  
At this point in the Court of Honor, our new Eagle Scout has a few remarks to share before we move to the Closing ceremony.

NEW EAGLE SCOUT:  Remarks by Nicholas Sestito

V.  Closing Ceremony - Appendix E

MC: 
 Will the Assistant Senior Patrol Leader please lead us in the closing ceremony?  

[Pause while ASPL comes to front.] 

ASPL:
Please rise.  Color guard, prepare to retire the colors

Retire the colors.  Please salute.

ASPL:   At Ease.  

< Joe - any closing comments before concluding the ceremony>

MC:
This concludes our ceremony.  Thank you for coming.  We invite everyone present to join us in < room name or designation at BARC>  to congratulate the new Eagle Scout and his parents and to join us for refreshments.  


Appendix A - PRAYER FOR SCOUTING
Heavenly Father, we thank You for the interest in the Scouting movement that has brought this group together today.  We thank you for the success of the Scouting movement in the United States since 1910.  We are grateful for the influence that Troop #299 has had on the lives of boys in Blue Ash over the past fifty years.  We pray for continued blessings on this troop, its leaders, its troop committee, and its sponsor through the years ahead --- and that Troop #299 may continue to produce Scouts and good citizens, who will become our future leaders.


Appendix B - Opening

SETTING: 

Lights in the room have been dimmed. 

Flags are still in place at the front of the room from the opening ceremony. 

Across the front of the room are located the set of poster cards representing each of the ranks in Scouting.  In front of each is a candle to be lighted as the words are spoken about each rank.  The light of Scouting, which would be by itself in the middle of the whole arrangement is used to light each one in turn.

At the front is a table with one lighted candle representing the light of Scouting. In front of this candle, one each, red, white, and blue, unlighted.  Behind the lighted candle is the Eagle light box, covered with a sheet. The master of ceremonies is at the front of the room, slightly to the side, behind a lectern. Scouts are standing adjacent to the stands\tables to light the candles with the light of Scouting.
(First candle is lit at Tenderfoot, then proceed, one at a time.)
Scout 1.
I am the Tenderfoot.  My three points stand for the three parts of the Scout Oath.  You find me on the mariner's compass, forever pointing the way to the North Star and a safe journey in life.  On my face are two stars representing truth and knowledge, a shield which is the emblem of a nation molded together in justice, and an eagle to guard the freedom of my land.

Scout 2.
I am the Second Class.  The ends of my scroll are turned up in the willing smile of the Scout.  On my face is our motto, "Be Prepared," and suspended from me is the knot, tied there to remind you of the slogan of the Boy Scouts of America, "Do a Good Turn Daily."

Scout 3.
I am the First Class.  I was Tenderfoot and I laid my course by the stars of truth and knowledge and girded myself with the righteousness of justice and freedom.  I added a smile that I might be a friend to all and bound myself together with the knot of duty to others.  

Scout 4.
I am the Star.  Now that I can stand alone, I have earned the right to improvement on my own.  To me goes the honor of choosing my field.  Before me lies a horizon of endless opportunity.

Scout 5.
I am the Life.  I have shown the world that Scouting is in my heart.  I have mastered knowledge of subjects that will benefit my country and my fellow man.  I am ready to reach for my wings to fly.

Scout 6.  
I am the Eagle.  It has been a long, hard--but wonderful -- road.  I have mastered my goal.  With deep humility I now stand as a representative of the best that Scouting can accomplish in the lives of boys.  May I now pass on to my younger brothers a portion of my knowledge.

MC or Scout #6: [As Scout lights the red candle.] 
The red candle, like the red of my flag, is the lifeblood of brave men ready to die or worthily live for this, our country.

[As the Scout lights the white candle.] 
The white candle, like the white of my flag is for purity, cleanliness of purpose, thought, word, and deed.

[As the Scout lights the blue candle.] 
The blue candle, like the blue of my flag, is for faith and loyalty, like the eternal blue of the star-filled heavens.

Appendix C - Voice of the Eagle

ASM Stein:
Presentation of the Eagle Award is an important and serious matter. For the Eagle Candidate before us tonight, the award is a climax of his Scouting efforts for many year s . Let me point out that the attainment of this award is made possible through the assistance of those with the candidate tonight. His Scoutmaster, troop leaders, his fellow Scouts, parents, family, friends, and members of our local community. This is an occasion for pride and joy as well as a time for reflection. The Eagle is the highest rank that Scouting offers. It's earned through the advancement program. Scout [ Scout's name] has distinguished himself through his continued, active  service in Scouting. He is trained and practiced in his  leadership abilities, and he is marked by the character gained through an understanding of his citizenship and religious beliefs. It is important that we understand the meaning of the Eagle badge.

The appeal of the majestic eagle has been felt by individuals from prehistoric times to the present day. 

To the Egyptians, the eagle was the messenger to the gods, and the sun, a symbol of eternal life;

To the Romans, he was the carrier of Jupiter's thunderbolts and a sign of power;

To the America Indians, he stood as the incentive to valor and  the pledge of victory. 

For us today, the eagle is a living symbol of courageous and freedom-aspiring Americans.

When the badge of rank for Eagle Scouts was designed in 1912, a small silver eagle was suspended from a tricolor ribbon of red, white, and blue. It remained so today.

Scout 1:
The foremost responsibility of an Eagle Scout is to live with HONOR.  To an Eagle Scout, honor is the foundation of all character.  He knows that "A Scout is Trustworthy" is the first point of the Scout Law for a good reason.  An Eagle Scout lives honorably, not only because honor is important to him but because of the vital significance of the example he sets for other scouts.  Living honorably reflects credit on his home, his church, his troop, and his community.  May the white color of the Eagle badge remind you always to live with honor.

Scout 2:    
The second obligation of an Eagle Scout is LOYALTY.  A Scout is true to his family, Scout leaders, friends, school, and nation.  His loyalty to his troop and brother Scouts makes him pitch in and carry his share of the load.  All of these help to build the loyalty which means devotion to community. . . to country . . . to one's own ideals . . . and to God.  Let the blue of the Eagle badge always inspire your loyalty.

Scout 3:
The third obligation of an Eagle Scout is to be COURAGEOUS.  Courage has always been a quality by which we measure ourselves and others.  To a Scout, bravery means not only the courage to face physical danger, but the determination to stand up for the right.  Trusting in God, with faith in his fellow man, he looks forward to each day, seeking his share of the world's work to do.  Let the red of the Eagle badge remind you always of courage.

Scout 4:
The fourth obligation of an Eagle Scout is to be CHEERFUL.  To remind the Eagle Scout to always wear a smile, the Red, White and Blue ribbon is attached to the scroll of the Second Class Scout, which has its ends turned up in a smile.

Scout 5:
The final responsibility of an Eagle Scout is SERVICE.  The Eagle Scout extends a helping hand to those who still toil up Scouting's trail, just as others helped him on his climb to the Eagle.  The performance of a daily Good Turn takes on new meaning when he enters a more adult life of continuing service to others. The Eagle stands as a protector of the weak and helpless.  He aids and comforts the unfortunate and the oppressed.  He upholds the rights of others while defending his own.  He will always “Be Prepared” to put forth his best.

ASM Bob Stein:
You deserve much credit for having achieved Scouting's highest award.  But wear your award with humility, ever mindful that the Eagle Scout is looked up to as an example.  May the Scout Oath and Scout Law be your guide for tomorrow and onward.


Appendix D - The Eagle Scout Charge
The Boy Scouts of all nations constitute one of the most wholesome and significant influences in the world's history. You have been declared worthy of the high rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America. All who know you rejoice in your achievement. 

Your position is one of honor and responsibility. As an Eagle Scout, you are expected to exemplify in your daily life the high principles and values expressed in the Scout Oath and the Scout Law. You have assumed a solemn obligation to do your duty to God, to your country, to your fellow scouts, and to all other human beings. This is a great undertaking which you are now just beginning. As you live up to your obligations you bring honor to yourself and to your brother scouts. 

As an Eagle Scout, you will be a champion to other scouts and be an example  to your community.  Remember, your actions will be more conspicuous.   People will expect more of you.  It is your responsibility to help maintain the high regard that all Americans have for Eagle Scouts.   Keep your ideals high and your honor bright. 

Your responsibilities, however, go beyond your fellow scouts. They extend to your country and to your God.  America has many good things to give you, and to give your children after you; but these good things depend, for the most part, on the quality of her citizens.  Our country has had a great past. You can help make the future even greater. 

I challenge you to undertake your citizenship with solemn dedication.  Be a leader, but lead only toward the best. Lift up every task you do, and every office you hold, with a high level of service to God and to your fellow human beings. Live and serve so that those who know you will be inspired to the highest ideals of life.  Use your strength and intellect to serve - for unselfish gains.

I challenge you to be among those who dedicate their hearts and hands to the common good. Build America on the solid foundations of clean living, honest work, unselfish citizenship, and reverence to God. Then, whatever others may do, you will leave behind a record of which you may be justly proud.

Appendix E - Closing Ceremonies5.  Closing Ceremonies
SETTING:
[Room is darkened except for the red, white, and blue candles. One Scout is assigned to extinguish each of them.]

SCOUT 1: 
As I put out this white candle, representing purity, may we be ever mindful of the obligation that a Scout is clean. He is clean in body and thought, stands for clean speech, clean sports, clean habits, and travels with a moral crowd.

SCOUT 2: 
As I put out this blue candle, representing loyalty, may we be ever mindful of the obligation that a Scout is loyal.  He is loyal to all to whom loyalty is due: his Scout leaders, his home, his parents, and his country.

SCOUT 3: 
As I put out this red candle, representing courage and sacrifice, may we be ever mindful of our obligation that a Scout is brave. He has the courage to face danger in spite of fear, and to stand up for the right against the coaxing of friends and the jeers or threats of enemies, and defeat does not down him.

(1(

